Good morning.  First of all, I would like to thank everyone for coming to our charter presentation ceremony today. Without you, our club would not have existed.  Without the resolution to start a new club at the previous District conference, without the strong leadership of PDG Ozawa, without the support of our parent club, without RI’s approval of our application, and without the dedication of all the Rotarians in this district to help the upcoming generation through the GSE, Ambassadorial Scholarship, and Youth exchange programs, we would not be standing here today as Rotarians. I would also like to thank the families of our club members, because without your kind support and understanding, we cannot even attend our club meetings. Let me thank you in advance for putting up with being Rotary widows, and in some cases, Rotary widowers. You are supporting a great cause, and in this sense, as my wife often insists, you are Rotarians. 
PDG Ozawa has just given us difficult homework to double our membership from 23 to 46 in one year.  I’m afraid I’m in big trouble.  Hearing from all the distinguished guests, I feel truly honored that so much is expected of our club.  As you can see just by looking at our members sitting in front of you, we are totally different from traditional clubs.  I understand that our club is an experiment.  This is an experiment to see if ordinary people can maintain a Rotary club here in Japan . 
Rotary International Director Mr. Tanaka has just told us that intelligence, hard work, financial power, and love are important in pursuing Rotary service activities.  I think our club is doing a good job in terms of intelligence. We are much younger, and are ready to work hard for Rotary. Now as for financial power, we’re up a tree. Our average income could be off by a factor of ten compared to those of other clubs.  However, we all share the spirit of service instilled in us through the GSE, Ambassadorial Scholarship, and Youth Exchange programs.  My fellow Rotarians, that’s all we’ve got. 
We all have our own Rotary teachers.  Mine was Mr. Skinner, who was my counselor when I was an ambassadorial scholar. You never know how I wish he was here with us today. For other club members, it may have been a GSE team leader, or a host family Rotarian in the Youth Exchange program, but we all had our own Rotary teachers who have taught us the importance of service above self not by words, but by deeds. We all have seen Rotarians working so hard for others gracefully. 
I have always thought that the most important qualification to become a Rotarian is the spirit of service and readiness to put this spirit into practice. Governor Matsumiya has mentioned that our club is the 2334th club in Japan.  In his Governor’s letter, he wrote that this number, which reminds us of the famous Resolution 23-34, represents a big challenge for our new club.  I say, we are ready to meet that challenge, since all we’ve got is our dedication to service above self and readiness to put the philosophy into practice. 
Although we have many African American major league players today, there was a time when there was none. It was a young man named Jackie Robinson who first broke this racial barrier and started to play for the Brooklyn Dodgers.  The owner’s plan to have him as the first African American player was called a “noble experiment.”  Jackie Robinson met all the challenges that arose from the racial discrimination of the time, played hard, won the respect of his team players, and opened the door to the major league baseball for the countless number of African American players who followed him. 
I have just told you that our club is an experiment. Indeed, our club is “revolutionary” in terms of our membership qualification and territory. Our two youngest members, who are in their late twenties, have no executive power over their business. We even have a member who lives in Halifax , Canada. But let me remind you that this revolution was started by a district conference resolution. We told nothing but the truth when we submitted our application, and it was approved by Rotary International. This is not our revolution, but yours, that is, Rotary’s revolution. 
Just as Jackie Robison was the only African American player, we are the only all Rotary alumni club in Japan. Yes, we are just one club, but we are not alone. I have 22 wonderful members. We also have the support from so many Rotarians. I am absolutely positive that our experiment will never fail. It cannot fail for the upcoming new century of service through Rotary.
Engraved in Jackie Robinson’s gravestone are his own words, which read: “A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives.” Just as our Rotary teachers influenced our lives and kindled a flame of service in our hearts, it is our turn, as Rotarians, to exert some impact on the next generation. We want to support the GSE, Ambassadorial Scholarship and Youth Exchange programs because these programs have changed our lives. We want to meet and work together with young people who will join these programs, plant a seed of service in their hearts, and let it blossom. We want to join Rotary’s international network of service and help bring food to hungry children, cure to the sick, the light of literacy and knowledge where there is darkness of illiteracy and ignorance, hope where there is despair, peace and friendship where there’s dispute and distrust. That’s all we want to do. 
Now please take a moment to look at our banner design in our program for today.  Our most important mission is to attract young professionals to service through Rotary, and the lighthouse in the banner represents a guiding light for young professionals.  Since we all have some international experience through Rotary, our second mission is to think, act, and serve globally.  The waves in the banner represent the ocean, and the world. Our club was made to celebrate Rotary as we are looking into a “NEW ROTARY CENTURY,” and so these words also appear. This banner was designed by an Ambassadorial Scholarship alumnus, Mr. Ko Hayashi, who went to Italy to study calligraphy.
My Rotary teacher, Mr. Skinner, became Governor of District 7780 for 98-99, and I had the privilege of attending his District Conference in June, 1999.  At the conference, RI president's representative repeatedly quoted the following from an American novelist, Everett Hale: 
　
I am only one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do I must do, 
By the grace of God, I will do. 
  
I translated the above into Japanese with minor revisions and added new lines to make our club song titled “Centennial Oath,” which was composed by our club member, Mr. Tokunaga, who studied composition at Tokyo Art University. 
  

WE SANG THIS SONG TOGETHER ON Mr. TOKUNAGA’S PIANO. 
Thank you very much for listening. 
Yes, we cannot do everything, but we all can do something.  If we start with what we can do, someone will follow, just as three men answered the historical call of Paul Harris 100 years ago.  By working together, we can achieve things we cannot even dream of, such as Rotary.  Today, we are the only all Rotary alumni club in Japan, but if all 23 of us keep working together with Rotary spirit of service in our hearts, then, a 100 years from now, we will have clubs like ours all over Japan, clubs that young professionals can easily join if they can afford a little time and money for serving others, regardless of age, position in their professions, sex, nationality, religion, and race.  This is our ultimate dream, and we will keep going.  We will never stop. Let us thank you for your kind support and guidance in advance in trying to make our ultimate dream come true. Thank you for your attention. 
